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Poland Chapter reports its plans for 
future events and some other activities

On Dec. 9, at the Czestochowa University of 
Technology, WAI’s Poland Chapter chose its new officers 
for terms that run through 2021, and discussed future 
activities, which continue to be ambitious.

The meeting, attended by more than 30 chapter mem-
bers, saw Prof. Jan W. Pilarczyk, named president, Prof. 
Tadeusz Knych as vice president, Piotr Romański as sec-
retary, and Jarosław Jasiński as treasurer, and Dr. Justyna 
Adamczyk, the past treasurer. Pilarczyk (2004) and 
Knych (2015) are each past winners of WAI’s Mordica 
Memorial Award, as is Prof. Bogdan Golis (2000).

“I am glad that (the Board has) three young talented 
enthusiasts who will support the experience of Prof. 
Knych and myself in the wire drawing branch,” Pilarczyk 
said. He noted that the chapter has more than 50 mem-
bers, including 17 who are part of the Department of 
Non-Ferrous Metals at AGH University of Science and 
Technology (AGH), including its dean, Prof. Knych; 
vice dean, Beata Smyrak, associate professor and head 
of Metal Forming and Materials Science; and Andrzej 
Mamala, associate professor, who served as chairman for 
the meeting. 

Pilarczyk said that the chapter discussed increasing its 
future activity in nonferrous metals. Knych presented 
recent developments in the nonferrous metals industry 
and presented a proposal for a future undertaking for the 
Poland Chapter in that area.

During the meeting, Prof. 
Golis was elected as an 
Honorary Member of the Poland 
Chapter. Pilarczyk said he was 
deserving of the recognition as 
he was a key contributor to the 
formation of the Poland Chapter 
as the first chapter outside the 
U.S., as well as for his years 
of contributions and technical 
accomplishments. Between 1995 
and 2015, he was a co-author of 
more than 60 papers presented at WAI events, with more 
than 20 published in WJI, and five receiving awards.

Pilarczyk also singled out the substantial efforts of 
Prof. Zbigniew Muskalski and Associate Prof. Sylwia 
Wiewiorowska for their respective work (heads of the 
Scientific Committee and the Organization Committee) 
for six International Conferences the chapter has helped 
organize in Zakopane every two years since 2005. “I 
thank them for their many years support of Chapter 
activity, and hope that they will take the management of 
Chapter in the future.”

Some chapter highlights, Pilarczyk said, include jointly 
organizing an international seminar in 2018 with AGH, 
the theme being, “Electrical railway power supply sys-

tem: Current situations and future trends,” and organizing 
another International Conference in 2019. The chapter 
also has copies of WJI going back to 1995 that members 
can access, video lectures by well-known U.S. industry 
specialists Roger Wright, Horace Pops, Bo Shemenski 
will be available for seminars at different plants; and 
other books, including more than 10 where Golis contrib-
uted, will be made available in an electronic version for 
free. Specialists from outside Poland have been invited 
to present lectures at universities and drawing plants, and 
there are also plans to organize a third joint excursion for 
chapter members to attend wire Düsseldorf.

Poland Chapter contacts: Jan Pilarczyk, at pilar@
wip.pcz.pl and Tadeusz Knych at tknych@agh.edu.pll.

New England Chapter annual meeting: 
it’s time to pencil in the fun for Jan. 25 

The WAI’s New England Chapter expects another large 
showing when its annual meeting is held Jan. 25 at the 
Mohegan Sun Resort Conference Center. 

The chapter plans to continue the recent format of 
having one or more past scholarship winners talk about 
his or her experiences. The reception will start at 5:30 
pm, followed by dinner at 7 pm. The program includes 
the introduction of the chapter’s new officers and board 
members for 2018. There also will be a raffle, a key fund-
raiser for the chapter’s college scholarship program, and 
contributions from companies and individuals are greatly 
appreciated.

Tickets for the event are $120 for chapter mem-
bers, $130 for WAI members and $140 for all others. 
Sponsorships are available for the meeting, including 
Platinum ($500), Gold ($350), Silver ($250) and Bronze 
($250). Some hotel rooms have also been reserved for the 
event. To inquire about sponsorships or lodging, contact 
WAI’s Shannon Timme, at tel. 203-453-7530 or by e-mail 
at stimme@wirenet.org.    

The Poland Chapter Board, l-r, includes Justyna Adamczyk, 
Piotr Romanski, Tadeusz Knych, Jan W. Pilarczyk and 
Jarosław Jasiński. 

Prof. Golis was rec-
ognized for his role in 
forming the chapter. 


