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CHAPTER CORNER

Poland Chapter conference draws  
representatives from 40+ entities 

The WAI’s Poland 
Chapter and the Institute 
of Metal Forming and 
Safety Engineering of 
Czestochowa University 
of Technology (CUT), 
once again teamed up to 
stage a successful technical 
conference on drawing in 
Zakopane, Poland.

The theme of 7th 
International Conference 
on Drawing, held March 
2-4, 2017, was “Modern 
Technologies and 
Modeling of Drawing and 
Manufacturing Processes of 
Metals Products.” A total 
of 30 papers were present-
ed during three sessions 
that were also published in 
an electronic version of the Conference Proceeding as 
well as in a highly regarded Polish magazine, Hutnik- 
Wiadomosci Hutnicze. The topics included: steel wire 

and wire products (Session 1), moderated by Prof. Janusz 
Łuksza; nonferrous wires and wires products (Session 
2), moderated by Prof. Maciej Pietrzyk; and (Session 3), 

moderated by Prof. 
Andrzej Gontarz.

Prof. Sylwia 
Wiewiórowska, 
who chaired the 
event organiz-
ing committee, 
said that she was 
pleased with the 
results beyond the 
representation of 
both industry and 
higher education. 
“Technical knowl-
edge is very valu-
able to the industry 
as a whole, yet 
even though we 
are in a highly 
electronic era, the 
information that 

was provided at our conference is not readily available. 
That is why this forum continues to be of value, and why 
it gets widespread support.”

L-R At the Awards Ceremony: Prof. Zbigniew Musklaski (CUT), 
Prof. Tadeusz Knych (AGH), Prof. Wojciech Misiołek (Lehigh 
University), Prof. Norbert Sczygiol and Prof. Bogdan Golis 
(both CUT), Prezes Zarządu Marek Siemiński (Metalurgia S.A. 
Radomsko), and Prof. Sylwia Wiewiórowska (CUT).

Poland’s industry needs multifold 
approach to funding further R&D work 

The name of the paper is long, but its purpose is quite 
focused: industry in Poland must access all possible 
sources of funding to continue advancing technology in 
the wire and cable industry.

The title of the paper, presented by Prof. Sylwia 
Wiewiórowska, was “The possibilities to obtain the 
financial support for research, development and invest-
ment activities by enterprises based on cooperation with 
research institutions (intermediate bodies – The National 
Centre for Research and Development (NCBiR), Ministry 
of Economic Development (MR), Bank Gospodarstwa 
Krajowego (BGK), The Polish Agency for Enterprise 
Development (PARP).”

Wiewiórowska called for financial support for R&D and 
investment activities by enterprises based on cooperation 
with research institutions. Her talk covered two elements: 
national European funds and a large European program, 
Horizon 2020. Below is a summary of her comments

In the next few years national European funds will be 
focused on technical advances. Union institutions that 
grant the projects favor innovative projects that can influ-
ence on economic and social development. Innovative 
solutions can reflect either the effects of self-activity of 

the enterprises or R&D activities that were carried out in 
cooperation with research institutions.

One specific program related to national European 
funds is the Smart Growth Operational Programme 2014-
2020.

The second part of Wiewiórowska’s presentation was 
related to a mammoth project: Horizon 2020, a European 
research initiative that supports the research and inno-
vation activities that have a global importance. Horizon 
2020 represents the largest such EU research and inno-
vation program ever, with nearly €80 billion of funding 
available over seven years 
(2014 to 2020).

Wiewiórowska discussed 
in detail how to find the 
right program, how to 
search the participant portal 
to find the right call, and 
how to apply for founding. 
“It would further industry 
advances if research instu-
tions are able to carry out 
the work that is necessary 
to meet the many needs 
that exist today, and those 
that are sure to follow.”

Prof. Sylwia Wiewiórowska 
makes her presentation.
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The 120 participants came from more than 40 insti-
tutions and companies. Technical universities and 
research institutes included AGH University of Science 
and Technology, Silesian Technical University, Warsaw 
University of Technology, Lublin Technical University, 
Bielsko-Biala Technical –Humanistic Academia, CUT, 
Institute of Nonferrous Metals from Poland.

Companies that were represented included ArcelorMittal 
Poland SA, Metalurgia S.A. Radomsko, Gaweł Zakład 
Produkcji Śrub S.A., Promet S.A., Gama Metal, 
Przedsiębiorstwo Wielobranżowe “Pawlak” Producent 
Drutu, Henkel Polska Sp. z o.o., Centrum Badań i Dozoru 
Górnictwa Podziemnego Sp. z o.o., ATS S.A., Chemetal 
Polska Sp. z o.o., Met-Prim Sp. z o.o., Stalex s.c., 
Migapol Sp. z o.o., Lubricant Polska sp. z o.o., Z.W.M. 
“Metal-System” Sp. z o.o., Cloos-Polska Sp. z o.o., 
PPHU “Włomet” s. c., Dawid Sp. z o.o., PPHU “Siatpol,” 
Fabryka Narzędzi Specjalnych Fermot S.A., Premco s.c., 
Drumet Liny i Druty sp. z o.o., Wiśniowski Sp. z o.o. 
S.K.A., Herco Sp. z o.o., Consultex Sp. z o.o.

Other attendees represented foreign companies that 
included Lubrimetal (Italy), Traxit (Germany), ZDB 
Dratowna a.s (Czech Republic), Heberlein GmBH – 
Paramount Die Europe (Germany), Pan Chemicals 
S.p.a (Italy), Sandvik Hyperion (Sweden), Vassena 

Filiere Srl (Italy) and Třinecké Železárny, a. s. (Czech 
Republic).Tabletops were presented by Pan Chemicals 
S.p.A., Heberlein GmbH, Paramount Die Europe, Traxit 
International GmbH, Lubrimetal s.p.a., Cloos-Polska Sp. 
z o. o., Vassena Filiere Srl.

One key presentation came the first day during a special 
meeting with Board of Polish Steel Association (Hutnicza 
Izba Przemysłowo Handlowa), represented by Deputy 
Director Kazimierz Kowalski and Board President Stefan 
Dzienniak. See opposite page.

The conference focuses on technology, but it also 
servest to recognize individuals. The Schneider Memorial 
Award, named after Prof. Marian Schneider, the “father” 
of the Polish wire industry, is presented to people who 
have made significant contribution to the development 
of the wiredrawing industry. This year, two professors 
were awarded: Prof. Wojciech Z. Misiołek from Lehigh 
University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, USA (presented 
by Prof. Tadeusz Knych) and Marek Siemiński, chairman 
of the Board Metalurgia S.A. Radomsko, Poland (present-
ed by Prof. Zbigniew Muskalski).

 CUT Rector/Prof. Norbert Sczygiol was recognized for 
his event patronage, and Rector/Prof. Norbert Sczygiol 
and Prof. Maciej Mrowiec, rector for Innovation and 
Development, were guests of honor of the conference.

Attendees came from 40+ institutions and companies.

An overhead view of the tabletop display.

Golf dates set for 3 chapter tourneys 
At long-last it’s spring, and 

that means that it’s time for WAI 
Chapter golf tournaments, with 
bragging rights up for grabs. Below 
are the dates and times.

Midwest Chapter 15th Annual 
Golf Tournament. The Midwest 
Chapter will hold its golf tourney 
on June 16, at the St. Andrews Golf 
& Country Club in West Chicago, 

Illinois. Contact: Steve Fetteroll, tel. 203-453-2777,  
ext. 115, sfetteroll@wirenet.org.

New England Chapter 23rd Annual Golf Tournament. 
The New England Chapter will holds its golf tourney 
on Sept. 12, at the Golf Club of Avon. Contact: Steve 
Fetteroll, tel.203-453-2777, ext. 115, sfetteroll@wirenet.
org.

Southeast Chapter 16th Annual Golf Tournament. The 
Southeast Chapter will hold its golf tourney on Sept. 21 
at the Rock Barn Golf and Spa, Conover, North Carolina. 
Conover, North Carolina, USA. Contact Steve Fetteroll, 
tel.203-453-2777, ext. 115, sfetteroll@wirenet.org.

Each golf tournament offers a range of sponsorship 
opportunities. They also serve as fundraisers for their 
respective chapter college scholarships, so taking part is 
not just fun, it’s supporting a good cause.   


