
Poland Conference draws 100 plus attendees to Zakopane
The WAI's Poland Chapter, working

with the Institute of Modeling and
Automation of Plastic Working
Processes of Czestochowa University of
Technology, sponsored a successful
two-day conference on March 3-4 in
Zakopane.

Snow-capped mountains provided a
memorable backdrop for the 105 atten-
dees at the conference, which included
25 technical papers, six poster papers, a
dozen table tops and two unique social
events. The papers were balanced
between the ferrous and nonferrous top-
ics and discussions were lively among
the diverse audience, which included
representatives from eight different uni-
versities, various wire manufactmers
and select suppliers to the industly.

Zakopane has become a familiar and
proven home for conferences involving
the Poland Chapter. Shortly after the
chapter was formed, it hosted WAI's
1999 International Technical
Conference. It returned to the region for
a second conference in 2005.

The 2007 program event had a strong

for his efforts in establishing a strong
technical program. Pilarczyk also sin-
gled out Dr. Sylwia Wiewiorowska, the
chairwoman of the organizing commit-
tee and secretary for the Poland
Chapter, for
coordinating
the many
details
involved in
the education-
al and net-
working com-
ponents.

The chapter
also took the
oPPOltunity to
present the
second annual
Schneider
Award to Dr.
Robert Shemenski ofRMS Consulting
and J6zef Zasadzir'lski of the University
of Mining and Metallurgy in Krakow.
Both recipients were on hand to receive
the Poland Chapter's award, which is
bestowed upon individuals whose

managing director of the Gliwice Wire
Plant in 1945. He later returned to vari-
ous universities, first as a tutor and later
as professor, to share his knowledge
and research in the area of fenous and

From 1-1': Jan Pilarczyk, Bob Shemenski (award winnel), Tom Moran,
Hemyk Dyja, J6zefZasadzinski (award winnel) and Bogdan Golis

academic presence as research was
shared on a variety of topics ranging
from FEM modeling to the effects of
flaw removal on billets and wire.
Poland Chapter President Jan Pilarczyk
credited Prof. Zbigniew Muskalski, the
chailman of the scientific conunittee,

careers have displayed long devotion to
the technical development of metals
and wiredrawing fields.

Marian Schneider graduated from the
University of Mining and Metallmgy in
Krakow in 1934 and began a career in
the industry, eventually becoming the

nonferrous metals. He finished his
career as the Dean of the Faculty of
Metallurgy at the University of Mining
and Metallmgy in Krakow.

For Shemenski, it was clearly a spe-
cial day as he was the president ofWAI
in 1999 when the chapter was fOlmed
and the inaugural conference was con-
ducted. In accepting the honor,
Shemenski thanked the members of the
chapter for their tremendous support of
the Association's technical mission and
the cooperative approach to the advanc-
ing the field of wiredrawing.

The Award Ceremony, part of an
"Integration Evening," made for a very
effective start to the conference statio
Attendees and authors shared songs and
were entertained by a troupe of
Poland's famous Slask perfonners. One
of the highlights was the sing -along
segment that included popular songs
from Japan, France, America, Germany,
Belgium, Czech Republic, Italy and, of
course, Poland.

The Poland Chapter intends to contin-
ue building on its ability to combine
research and industry, with a similar
conference in 2009.


