
Poland conference provided strong
technical program, good contacts

Organizers of the March 5-8 technical conference in
Zakopane, Poland, report that there was an enthusiastic
group of attendees for the event, which saw the presentation
of some 40 papers, both ferrous and nonferrous, as well as

the awarding of a Polish award to two individuals.
“We had more than 90 participants from 11 foreign 

companies and institutions and 25 Polish companies and
Universities,” said WAI Poland Chapter President Jan
Pilarczyk, a professor at Czestochowa University of
Technology (CUT), which was one of the key organizers.
The other institution, also from Poland, was the Institute of

Modeling and Automation of Plastic Working Processing.
The chairpersons for the event were CUT Professor Henryk
Dyja, Professor Zbigniew Muskalski and Dr. Sylwia
Wiewiorowska, who also presented a technical paper.

The theme for the conference was,  “Modern Technologies
and Modeling of Drawing and Manufacturing Processes of

Metal Products,” and papers
that were presented will be
published in an electronic 
version in the Conference
Proceedings as well as a highly
regarded Polish magazine,
Hutnik-Wiadmosci Hutnicze,
Pilarczyk said. He noted that
conference topics included:
steel wire and wire products;
nonferrous wire and wire prod-
ucts; electrical wires and spe-
cial products; and poster
papers. 

The event also saw the
awarding of the Schneider
Memorial Awards, named after
an icon in the metals field in
Poland, Marian Schneider, 
who died in 1969. The two
recipients were Prof. Roger N.
Wright, Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute, USA, a prolific

award-winning author of technical papers and the holder of
nine patents; and Prof. Janusz Łuksza, a head of Chair of
Metal Plastic Working at AGH University of Science and
Technology, Krakow, Poland, who has also authored books
on wiredrawing.

Italy’s Lubrimetal  SpA, the U.K.’s Radyne/Inductotherm
Heating & Welding Technologies, Ltd., and Poland’s Stalex
had tabletops at the event, where representatives were able to
talk to attendees. There was also a regional evening, com-
plete with “mountaineer music,“ with some attendees joining
in with the band. 

The WAI, which previously held an ITC in Zakopane, was
a sponsor to the event. Also contributing was WAI’s Anand
Bhagwat, who heads the Association’s India subsidiary.
Pilarczyk said that his ties with the College of Engineering
in Pune, India, was a plus.

Following the conference, Prof. Manoj Rathod, head of the
Department of Metallurgy and Material Science  at College
of Engineering, Pune, visited the Department of Materials
Processing Technology and Applied Physics at CUT, where
he met with Dean Prof. Henryk Dyja and others. A prelimi-
nary agreement was arranged for the possibility of joint stu-
dent courses, books and projects in the wiredrawing and
rolling sector.

(continued on p. 35.)
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Gathered after the presentations of the Schneider Memorial Award presentations were
Bogdan Golis, Janusz Łuksza (winner), Henryk Dyja, Roger Wright (winner), Józef
Zasadziński, Jan Pilarczyk and Zbigniew Muskalski. 

CUT Prof. Sylwia Wiewiorowska, makes a presentation. At
left is session moderator, Prof. Franciszek Grosman.
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